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Colombia : Carlos Lleras Restrepo, the candidate 
of the governing National Front, is expected to win a 
comfortable majority in the presidential election on 
1 May. 

The presidential campaign, which followed the 
National Front’s victory in the congressional elections 
of 20 March, has been uneventful. Lleras has been 
devoting considerable effort to aligning congressional 
support for his future legislative program. Jose 
Jaramillo, the only other candidate, is backed only 
by the National Popular Alliance (ANP) of former 
dictator Gustavo Rojas Pinilla. 

Since Lleras' election is virtually assured, 
voter apathy and the anticlimactic nature of the elec- 
tion will probably bring out less than a third of the 
registered voters. Such a small vote will give Lleras 
a weak mandate. The ANP has more at stake, how- 
ever. Unless Jaramillo can make at least as good a 
showing as the ANP did in the congressional elections, 
the ANP’s contention that it is "the wave of the future" 
will lose force. 

The armed forces and police will be on alert 
during the election. There may be problems from 
student and subversive groups, but the government 
appea rs prepared to deal with any disturbances that 
arise. 1 ~ ~ j 
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USSR: Soviet naval forces are actively "showing 
the flag" in the Mediterranean. A Soviet destroyer, 
oiler, submarine tender, and two submarines arrived 
in Oran, Algeria, Monday for a four-day official visit. 
Similar Soviet naval groups have called at Egyptian 
ports four times during the past year. These are the 
first non-Communist countries in the Mediterranean 
to be visited by Soviet combat ships since the Russians 
began regular patrols there in 1964. 1 
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Dominican Republic : The accidental killing of 
a Dominican shoeshine boy by a US sentry at the 
embassy residence yesterday bodes ill for today. The 
incident provides super -nationalists and Communist 
elements with an emotional and highly exploitable 
issue for use in anti- US demonstrations marking the 
anniversary of the landin g of US military forces in 
Jhe Dominican Republic. 7 
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